CHAPTER HI
HOW THE SEED WAS SOWN
THE FIRST QUARTER of the seventeenth century was a period
when men's minds were in an eager state of expectation in the
Deccan, and the seed was sown for which the ground had been
prepared for more than three centuries in the way described in
the last chapter. It may be of use to note the chief features of
the political situation about the time when Shivaji, the founder of
the Maratha Confederacy, was born at Shivaner. The Ahmednagar
kingdom of the Nizamshahi dynasty had ceased to exist After a
brave defence of the city, in which Chandbibi distinguished herself,
the Moghuls had to withdraw their forces in 1596, but internal
factions soon re-asserted themselves, and Chandbibi was murdered
in 1599, and the fort was taken by the Moghul armies and the king
was sent a prisoner to Barhanpun The adherents of the dynasty
did not, however, yield without a struggle. The seat of authority
was removed south to Paranda, and later on to Junnar, and a new
ruler, descended from the old Nizamshahi stock, was placed on the
throne, and in his name, Malikambar governed the kingdom and
led the Deccan armies and retook Ahmednagar, and kept at bay
the Moghuls and their allies, the Bijapur Adilshahi kings for twenty
years ^nd more.
In the long and arduous struggle, which Malikambar waged
with the Moghuls, Shahaji, the father of Shivaji, the Nimbalkar
Naiks of Faltan, and the great Lakhoji Jadhavrao, fought on the
side of the Ahmednagar kings, and though defeated in 1620, the
defeat was due to the misconduct of the Mahomedan nobles while
the Maratha soldiers and leaders fought with distinction. Lakhoji
Jadhavrao, indeed, went over to the Moghuls, who in 1621
conferred upon him command of 15,000 horse and 2,000 foot, and
Malikambar himself was compelled soon after to give up
Ahmednagar, and surrender the new ruler he had set up twenty
years before. He rallied his forces even after this great blow,
but his premature death in 1626 removed the only man who could
gather round him the resisting power of the country, and lead
it to success. Even Shahaji Bhonsle, at one time, broke off his
connection with the hopeless Nizamshahi ruler, and he received
a command of 5.000 horse from the Moghul Emperor. The Nizam
was murdered by his minister, the son of Malikambar, in 1631.
Just when the condition of affairs looked most desperate, Shahaji
Bhonsle again came to the rescue of his old masters, and proclaimed
another successor to the throne of the Nizainshahis. He established